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Silence and Pain: Colonial Present, Ethical Listening, and Invisibility of Ainu 

Creative inquiries into song revitalisation 
 

James Howard 

  
 Visting Researcher  

 
 
 
McKenzie Postdoctoral Research 
Fellow, 
University of Melbourne  

  

Credit: 百代  

https://forms.gle/VDwg4F3HNS1
nshga7  

International Gathering 
  
 

Online 
  

 

ABOUT THE INTERNATIONAL GATHERING 
This gathering Indigenous and minority experiences in Australia and Japan through the 

lenses of coloniality and decolonising knowledge. We explore how states, universities, 

museums, and institutions have historically classified, represented, and governed diverse 

communities-including Aboriginal peoples, Ainu, Korean Japanese, and Buraku 

communities-and how these communities advance sovereignty, cultural revitalization, and 

self-representation today. 

The gathering promotes interdisciplinary and transnational dialogue and aims to build 

collaborative networks between Australia and Japan for future research, education, and 

institutional transformation. 

10:00-15:30 
  

 

Opening session 
 
Tiriki Onus & Yugo Tomonaga  

Indigenous Research at Wilin Centre 

Biganga: Thrivance and Return? 

 

 

Coloniality, Sovereignty, Decolonising Knowledge 
and Transnational Collaboration 
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